STATE OF THE POOR, IRELAND. 



RETURNS to several Addresses to His Majesty, dated 11 aiidi8 February 1834;— fir, 

A Copy of the ROYAL COMMISSION of INQUIRY into the State of the 
Poor of Ireland , together with Copies of any Instructions which may have 
been forwarded to the Commissioners, the Names of any Assistant Com- 
missioners, who may have been appointed, and Copies of any Instructions 
which may have been given to them also, 

A RETURN of the Names and Descriptions of the Commissioners and 
Assistant Commissioners appointed to inquire into the condition of the 
Poor in Ireland ; distinguishing Irishm.en from others ; together with the 
Remuneration and Allowances proposed for each respectively. 



THE accompanying Copy of the Commission contains the names of the Com- 
missioners, and the only Instructions which have been given to them. Two of the 
Commissioners are to receive an allowance at the rate of 600/. per annum each; 
the other Commissioners give their services gratuitously. 

The accompanying List contains the names of all the Assistant Commissioners 
who have been appointed. The English Assistant Commissioners are to receive 
a remuneration of 200 1. each for their services, and all the Assistant Commissioners 
are to be reimbursed their actual travelling expenses, and to receive an allowance 
of 155. per diem each for personal expenses, while employed on the business of 
the Commission. 

A copy of the Instructions which have been given to the Assistant Commissioners 
is added. 

Whitehall, \ S. M. PHILLIPPS. 

24 March 1834. J 



COMMISSION. 



WILLIAM the Fourth, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, to the Most Reverend 
Father in God, Our right trusty and right entirely beloved councillor Richard , 
Archbishop of Dublin , and Our trusty and well beloved the Most Reverend 
Daniel Murray , Doctor in Divinity, Charles Vignoles, Doctor in Divinity, 
Richard Moore O' Ferr all, Esquire, the Reverend James Cai'lile, Fenton Hort , John 
Come, James Naper, and William Battle TVrightson, Esquires, greeting: Whereas 
an humble address has been presented to Us by the knights, citizens and burgesses, 
and commissioners of shires and burghs in Parliament assembled, humbly beseeching 
Us, that We would be graciously pleased to issue a Commission to inquire into 
the condition of the poorer classses of Our subjects in Ireland, and into the various 
institutions at present established by law for their relief ; Know ye, That We 
reposing great trust and confidence in your intelligence, discretion and diligence, 
ha?t authorized and appointed, and by these presents do authorize and appoint, 
you, the said Richard Archbishop of Dublin, Daniel Murray, Charles Vignoles, 
Richard Moore O’Ferrall, James Carlile, Fenton Hort, John Come, James Naper, 
aud William Battie Wrightson, to inquire into the condition of the poorer classes 
of Our subjects in Ireland, and into the various institutions at present established 
by law for their relief ; and also, whether any and what further remedial measures 
appear to be requisite to ameliorate the condition of the Irish Poor, or any portion 
of them; and for the better discovery of the truth in the premises. We do by 
these presents give and grant to you, or any one or more of you, full power and 
authority to call before you, or any one or more of you, such persons as you shall 
judge necessary, by whom you may be the better informed of the truth in the 
premises : And We do further by these presents give and grant to you, or any 
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one or more of you, full power and authority to inquire of the premises and 
every part thereof by all lawful ways and means whatsoever within all parts of 
Our United Kingdom : And We do further by these presents give and grant to 
you, or any one or more of you, full power and authority, where the same shall 
appear to be requisite, to administer an oath to any person whatsoever to be 
examined before you, or any one or more of you, touching or concerning the 
premises : And We do further by these presents give and grant to you, or anv 
one or more of you, full power and authority to cause all persons to bring and 
produce upon oath before you, or any one or more of you, all and singular records 
books, papers and other writings, touching the premises, and which shall be in 
the custody of them, or any of them ; And Our further will and pleasure is that 
you, or any -three or more of you, upon due inquiry into the premises, do propose 
and reduce into writing, and submit to Us such further remedial measures (if any) 
as may appear to you to be requisite to ameliorate the condition of the Irish Poor 
or any portion of them ; and do certify to Us from time to time, under your hands 
and seals, your several proceedings, as the same shall be completed, and do within 
the space of one year after the date of these presents, or sooner if the same can 
reasonably be, certify unto Us in like manner the whole of your proceedings under 
and by virtue of these presents, together with what you shall find touching 0 r 
concerning the premises upon such inquiry as aforesaid : And We further 'will 
and command, and by these presents ordain, that this Our Commission shall con- 
tinue in full force and virtue, and that you, Our said Commissioners, or any one or 
more of you, shall and may from time to time proceed in the execution thereof, 
and of every matter and thing therein contained, although the same be not con- 
tinued from time to time by adjournment j and for your assistance in the due 
execution of this Our Commission, We have made choice of Our trusty and well 
beloved John Revans, esquire, to be Secretary to this Our Commission and to 
attend you, whose services and assistance We require you to use from time to time 
as occasion shall require. In witness whereof We have caused these Our Letters 
to be made Patent. 

Witness Ourself at Westminster, 25th day of September, in the Fourth year of 
Our reign. 



(A true Copy) 

John Revans, Secretary. 
37 February 1834. 



By Writ of Privy Seal, 

(signed) BATHURST, 



NAMES OF ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS. 

English Assistant Commissioners. 
Francis Diggins, Esq. P. F. Johnston, Esq. 

Frederick S. Flood, Esq. Thomas Osier, Esq. 

Thomas Martin, Esq. -Captain Pringle. 

John Spencer, Esq. G. C. Lewis, Esq. 

Captain White. 

Irish Assistant Commissioners. 



Denis Phelan, Esq. 
Doctor Orpen. 

George L’Estrange, Esq. 
James Williams, Esq. 
Lieut. Col. Burke. 

James Rose, Esq. 

Tames R. Barry, Esq. 
Gerald Dease, Esq. 
James O’Callaghan, Esq. 
Myles O’Reilly, Esq. 
John M’Donnell, Esq. 
Doctor H. Orpen. 

Rev, C. Dickenson 

Peebles, Esq. 

Jonathan Sisson, Esq. 
Francis White, Esq. 



Edmund Moylan, Esq. 

L. M. Stewart, Esq. 

J. V. Dawd, Esq. 

George O’Hagan, Esq. 
William M’Kane, Esq. 
Thomas N. Vaughan, Esq. 
A. P. Aylmer, Esq. 

James Boyle, Esq, 

John O’Donoghue, Esq. 
James Perrin, Esq. 

Peter E. M’Gartland, Esq. 
Major Crawford. 

Denis Lube, Esq. 

Thomas Wright, Esq. 

J ohn Scott Molloy, Esq. 
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INSTRUCTIONS given by the Commissioners appointed to inquire into the State of 
the Poor of Ireland to the Assistant Commissioners. 



The Commissioners appointed by His Majesty to inquire into the condition of the poorer 
classes in Ireland, have received a great body of valuable information, in reply to queries 
distributed in all parts of the kingdom. 

They estimate very highly the judgment and diligence which these replies in general 
manifest ; but the very serious and important nature of the duty they have undertaken, ren- 
ders them anxious to obtain more precise details than are in every instance furnished ; and 
they have likewise judged it necessary to extend their inquiries to some topics not included 
in the printed queries. 

They propose, therefore, to avail themselves of the services of Assistant Commissioners, 
whose personal observation on the spot may supply the deficiencies of the information they 
at present possess. 

It will be the duty of the Assistant Commissioner to proceed to the town or district which 
shall have been assigned to him, to study carefully the replies which have been received 
from it, (with copies of which he will be furnished,) and compare them with the result of 
his own observations and inquiries. If in any instance lie can obtain more full and precise 
statements than those contained in the written returns, he will carefully recgrd them. He 
will likewise procure the best information in his power on the topics indicated in the fol- 
lowing instructions, in every place in his district to which they may be applicable. 

He will be directed to individuals in his district, who will have been invited to afford him 
the aid of their local knowledge. He will also be furnished with letters from the chief 
secretary, which he will address and deliver as he may judge expedient. He will commu- 
nicate with landed proprietors, clergymen of all denominations, magistrates, churchwardens, 
collectors of rates, committees of charities, medical officers, manufacturers and master 
tradesmen, who may be capable of affording assistance ; and he will in every instance care- 
fully note down the name of the parties who give him information, and of the persons by 
whom he is accompanied. 

He will himself bear in mind, and he will impress on all with whom he communicates, 
that the inquiry in which he is engaged is not to collect evidence in favour of any pre- 
determined plan respecting the poor, but merely to obtain that information without which 
it would be impossible to form a correct judgment of the expediency or inexpediency of any 
further legislative measures for their relief. . 

The First part of the instructions has been compiled with the view of directing the 
attention of the Assistant Commissioners to the different circumstances which principally 
affect the state of the poor and industrious classes. 

The Second part has reference to their actual condition. ... 

The Third, to the number, nature and administration of the various institutions esta- 



blished for their relief. . . , . 

It will be vain to suggest any plans for the relief ot the poor, without a previous know- 
ledge of the circumstances which tend to promote or to discourage habits of industry and 
prudence among them. . 

In indicating those which seem to have the most extensive operation, it is not wished to 
confine the investigations of any Assistant Commissioner to a particular head of inquiry ; 
nor, on the other hand, can every one be expected to report upon them all; it must be left 
to the judgment and discretion of each to select such parts of the instructions as appear 
most applicable to the district in which he is engaged, and he will take them in whatever 
order he may find most convenient. . . 

It will add to the value of his Report, to ascertain the manner m which the laws more 
immediately affecting the lower classes are administered, and what provisions m any statutes 
may appear to render their administration difficult or injurious. With this view, it is very 
desirable that he should avail himself of every proper opportunity of attending meetings of 



magistrates and courts of law. „ , , .. . .... 

The Assistant Commissioner must be folly aware of the great delicacy and importance of the 
business in which he is engaged. A Committee of the House of Commons in 1830 reports,* 
" We conceive it wholly impossible to over-estimate the importance of a correct judgment 
on this subject ; a false step here may be of such fatal consequences, that it greatly behoves 
the le-islature to proceed cautiously, to investigate closely and to weigh accurately, before 

“C-^S^ies, the Assistant Commissioner will be most carefuUo 
giving offence, while at the same time he will closely investigate the truth On all occasions 
he will encourage persons of opposite opinions to direct Ins attention to /acts 111 support ot 
LlSTJa will probably contribute materially to the success of Ins inquiry, 
V^fbrbeMtoerp^.nTOptamerfhiBOTm material facts, avoiding 

TepmitTon^xc^rwhe^e liiesame fact^a^mitt^^by^pereona of 

be^^g^sted^toVim^i^th^comse^niis ^aminTtlon™ which^appears to him the Commis- 
sToZ B might deem ' it useful to investigate, he will immediately communicate with the 
secretary and not enter upon it without the previous sanction ot the Hoard. 

The Assistant Commissioner will keep a regular and minute journal of lus proceedings, 
with exact See “time and place, 0 ? whij. the Commissioners hope to receive, at short 
intervals, an abstract or a copy. 1 . — Op 



* 75 - 



* On the State of the Poor in Ireland, Report, p. 55. 
A 2 
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I. — Op the Circumstances which must have a General Influence on tm 
Condition of the Poorer Classes, the following appear to be t . E ’ 
most important: — iE 

Education. 

The Assistant Commissioner will endeavour to ascertain liow far education has tended t 
improve the habits of the poor,- whether those educated are more sober, more industriou° 
ana less disposed to engage in combinations and acts of illegal violence than others H S 
will inquire from masters of schools, clergymen and employers of labourers, if they' hay 6 
tfaced the conduct of those who have been carefully educated in after life. He will likewis 6 
endeavour to ascertain if the education of the children has been observed to improve th 6 
moral habits of the parents. He will inquire what circulating or mechanics’ libraries there 
are in the towns he visits, and give a general statement of the description of books thev 
consist of; and whether any systematic measures are taken for placing suitable books in 
the hands of those young persons who have been taught to read. He will inquire of gover 
nors and masters of prisons, houses of correction, penitentiaries and asylums, the proportion 
of educated and uneducated amongst the inmates, and how far education has operated in 
reclaiming those under their charge. v 

Charitable Institutions atid Almsgiving. 

As many charitable institutions are maintained either wholly or partially by the labour of 
the inmates, it is desirable to ascertain how far that labour interferes with the employment 
of the independent poor. He will therefore inquire into the description of labour, whether 
done for the public, and what prices are charged for the produce, and compare these rates 
with the regular rates of labour, and the price of the means of subsistence.— See Nos 12 
and 16. of Town Queries. 

Some charitable institutions, such as charity boarding-schools, give assistance to parents 
in feeding and clothing their children ; and by some of them, children are taken wholly 
from under the care of their parents and relations, and provided with all necessaries. The 
Assistant Commissioner will examine into the effect of this species of charity. First upon 
the parents and guardians of children, how far they are really relieved by this system in 
proportion to the expense incurred by it; what tendency it has to induce them to lean upon 
such institutions, and thus to interfere with their habits of industry and prudence • and 
secondly, upon the children so supported; whether they are equally well fitted for their station 
in society, and equally industrious with children brought up in the houses of their parents 
and relations. 1 

It will be very important to ascertain, with as much exactness as the case will admit, 
the average amount of the alms given to beggars, whether in money or provisions; a con- 
jectural estimate may be formed by examining a certain number of individuals of different 
classes, m any g lV en district, and from the result of such inquiry, drawing an inference as 
to the extent to which the practice is carried throughout the country. The Assistant Com- 
TT w ' ] \ also V X( \ u \ Te what in particular is the practice of farmers in regard to beggars; 
.what effect almsgiving has upon the industry of the people; whether able-bodied persons, 
men or women are induced by it to relinquish labour and betake themselves to begging. 

Benefit Societies and Savings Banks. 

nr^m e o^d^ a rl^°L mi Ti 0 L er wiU “ < l uire whether ' societies exist in the different trades, 
of trade ^nr !° U U ! a a ^ oul ! eis > f° r n J u tual assistance in time of sickness or depression 
till nfiS5 n empl °' y H agriculture is scarce. He will inquire how the funds of 
and a|,plW ’ and p,00ure C °l jies of tte B“ e ' al mles 

or I 0tS“nM I iod V 1 ? S -f tB °i f “""g 8 ’ b ™ks, 1* will ascertain the amount of weekly 
increrwe’or deerpnae d . e P 0 “ t V’“ f'f -f persons who make them; whether deposits 
any tX place P Ularpen ° dsi wuhtlle c “ses of such increase or decrease, if 

Loan Funds. 

smaS'eanitT IS ‘’T S’ n" eslab . lish6d enable persons to trade by the advance of 
procure a coiv of th™, Comm,5s ; 0Mr will inquire into the rules and regulations, and 

amount of loss at fUftWorif e e . x P ens .e °f management ; rate of interest; mode of repayment; 
average rate of nrnfh 0 k P eil . ot ^» ^ an y 5 class of persons assisted ; their occupations ; 
pawnbrokino- evict , lntei 'est. In towns or districts where both loan funds and 

the two systems * W1 inc l uire into the comparative advantages or disadvantages of 

Emigration. 

^parish' e o?thp^riT mi?Si °T la t aSCe , rlailled thilt emigration has taken place from 
ocXeT the cXe wi?l a r ,g " Ed r.- l 2 hl “\ he in <l uire ‘he periods at which it has 
emigrated the sex and tK Ve . c k’ e % P r °d u ced the description of persons who have 
taken with them and the latesf aVera &® amount of capital which they are supposed to have 
they have reined He wffl inoTr n \°^ their P res , ent edition in the comitry to which 
property has resulted from 8 uir ® whethei any change in the average rent of landed 
to replLetlie ^emf'rantsTn ■ aDd ," hat c,asa of persons £ found usually 

P migTaUt8 m their holdings of land or houses. He will inquire into the 

effect 
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effect produced on wages in the district by the emigration of manufacturers, mechanics or 
labourers ; whether persons willing to emigrate have been prevented by want of means. In 
sea-port towns, he will carefully inquire how far the Act regulating the number of passen- 
gers in proportion to tonnage, has been complied with ; also, the regulations as to pro- 
visions, water and the general police of emigrant vessels; likewise the average cost of pas- 
sage from the port of embarkation to the countries to which emigrants usually remove. 

Periodical Migration. 

On this point tlie Assistant Commissioner will inquire what class of persons are accus- 
tomed to leave their homes for the purpose of procuring employment ; where they go, and 
at what season of the ySk ; how their wives and families are supported in their absence; 
if by begging, what effect this practice has on their morals and habits of industry. He will 
also endeavour to ascertain whether those who migrate usually obtain employment, and to 
what extent ; how much upon the average an individual brings home in money, clothes, 
furniture, &c. ; whether any considerable portion of them desert their families, and whether 
on their return they appear to be improved in their habits of living, or otherwise . — See 
Queries for Rural Districts, Nos. 45, 46, 47. 



Combination among Workmen. 

The Assistant Commissioner will ascertain the state of trade within his town or district, 
at different periods, and the usual rate of wages, particularly in those trades in which com- 
bination has prevailed. He will inquire into the precise object which the combinators have 
in view ; on what principles, and by what means they conduct their combinations ; the laws 
of the combination, and how they are enforced. He will particularly endeavour to ascertain 
whether any regulation of any trade, or union of trades, exists to prevent women and children 
being employed in it, or to prevent their acquiring the skill necessary to obtain employment. 
He will ascertain the effect produced by combination on trade and the employment of 
labour in general ; and whether any particular trade has declined or left the town or district 
in consequence of it ; particularly if master manufacturers have been obliged to decline 
orders, which have in consequence been taken elsewhere. He will endeavour to trace the 
effect of combination in families now reduced to want. The price of provisions and rate of 
wages should be accurately noted, at each period of combination. On the effects of combi- 
nation, he will obtain evidence from magistrates, clergymen, master manufacturers, and, if 
possible, from the most intelligent among those reduced to want by combination. In country 
districts, he will inquire to what extent combination has existed among the farm labourers ; 
what have been its objects ; how it originated ; how it was conducted ; whether it has led 
to crimes and what crimes ; what effect it has produced on the state ot the poor, and on the 
letting and holding of land ; whether it is now extinct, and to what cause that is to be 

attributed. , , . . , . 0 . . . 

Public Houses, and the use oj Ardent spirits. 

The Assistant Commissioner will ascertain the description of licensed retailers of ardent 
spirits; the number of public houses* in proportion to the population of his town or district; 
the sums daily received from the sale of ardent spirits ; whether any considerable proportion 
is consumed before the usual hours of labour ; what, proportion of the wages of the labouring 
classes is spent on them ; the effect produced on their morals and comforts. He will endea- 
vour to ascertain to what extent insanity, idiocy, or hopeless decrepitude, mental or bod. ly, 
can be traced to an inordinate use of ardent sp.nts, either by the sufferer himself or by h.s 
parents. He will inquire whether any considerable quantity of ardent spirits is .consumed 
by the working cWs at their own houses. He will inquire into the effect of the 3 d and 
4th Wm. IV. cap. 68, regulating the sale of spirits, and the licensing of public houses, and 
whether any punishmentis inflicted.by magistrates for drunkenness. He will examine those 
who employ the largest number , of labourers mechanics or tradesmen, and endeavour to 
ascertain how far their conduct, as influenced by the use of arden sp. its ^s affected the 
prosperity of ao-riculture or of trade. His attention is particularly called to the replies to 
ks P i 4 , 18 an<f 3 i, Town Queries, and No. a8, Country Queries. Medical officers, clergy, 
magistrates, gaolers and publicans should be examined on this subject. 

The System of Pawnbrolcing. 

On the svstem of Dawnbroking, the Assistant Commissioner will inguire how far the law 
for the protection of those who pledge the articles usually f rXltenteT/to pmchase 
pawning is more frequently resorted to to o”Sb”.A ascer! 

ardent spirits. When resorted to to .raise money J J t re 1 ,li£d, and whethfr any corporate 
tain what proportion the J tr ‘ Vthe vender, of small wares, which might 

be answers to Queries Nos. 3 S and 33 . and Report of Poo, on 

Bullen on the Poor of Cork. 

The Relation of Landlord and Tenant. 

„„ _ . . •„ . ooru „ t v,p o-eneral state of cultivation in the district 

The Assistant Commissioner will o Jity D f the land, the amount of the produce 

assigned to him ; inquire the extent ot tarms, q y r « nrndnr p He will inquire the 
and its value, whether it consists of grain, cattle or dairy produce. He will 

175. A 3 
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nature of the tenures of the occupying tenants, whether deriving under the landlord i„ r 
ho drug by terminable leases or leases for ever. He will ascertain what proportion 0 n ' °J 
in Ins district belongs to resident, and what to non-resident landlords rf, ini „ ? ™ d 
amount of rent paid to each class of landlords for land of the same quality • observe T' e . the 
. of the farm-houses aud other larm-buildings ; to what extent the land in oultivatinn “ te 
to liave been improved, and whether capable of further improvement by the outlay of e 1 ’ 1 ’!'? 
what 1S the quantity of improveahie waste, its probable produce whin improved ^anS'n,’' 
outlay, per acre, required to etfect its improvement. He will ascertain the nimbl e 
labourers now employed in cultivating the land, and the additional number wHch i' ( r° f 
opinion of competent j udges, an improved cultivation and reclamation of the waste I a 
■would require. He will ascertain what proportion of land is heldJjy tenants at wdl t 
underlease; whether the expense of permanent improvements, loh as building drib, 
meanngs, is defrayed by the landlords of tenants at will. He will ascertain thfavi ! I 
improvement and cultivation of land held under terminable leases of different duStion i° f 
usual covenants inserted m leases, and their operation. He will inn uire ho. for if ™ e 
prevails of including public roads in the surveys of farms, aid SL rent PraCt,ce 
For profitable land ; and if such practice operates to the injury of life fccupyiny “ 

becomes a grievance to lnm; what is the effect of those police enactments railed N?,- ' or 
Acts which restrain him from the same free use of such roads as of the rest of the 7"“ 
whether any recent alterat.on has taken place in the extent of farms ; what appear to h? * 
been the motives for such change, .and the means by which it has been effeeteS n i 
holders Of small farm, when dispossessed have been disposed of; whether The Hud fo™ S* 
held by them has been converted to arable land - the probable ammml „r ^ 

employed in its management; the present amount of rent paid for large farLHImnlZ 
with the aggregate amount produced by the small farms bv the consolidation Tf ' f? I ?I >a , red 
have been formed ; he will likewise inquire into the eZpatetive ^pZura ^f sm'S 

farms, both in quantity and quality, and the comparative expense of cultivation 5 
examine the state of the labouring classes as -iffprtifl 1 * cultivation, lie will 

tillage lands ; the rate at which food is retailed (o tlienT- tlm nature of ftefn, ST? S , " 5 ? “ 
and the general state of health of the labouring TpulaU™ the ne od ^ iFfn r v’ g K 

ma?ntaiTrn^'houTTs S 'onvorsIdpTn^ schools'* ^leTvillVk 6 e . x P e " s 

mechanics f their rate of wages compared with tw “ a! f; rtam thc 5tlle of “""‘7 

rative state of comfort-Se? Answefs to CWry Qaelu^No". 8 to^T’ ^ 

MamSmmt ° fPrm - P ^ 

the “ ta »* of^uroH property in his district, 
comparison with other lands and how^infl & es > ascertain their state of improvement in 
inquire into the effecls produced on tw d b ? lbe " alure ° f the ^mre. He will 

tenantry and labourers, and on the ppnenl not. Vatl ? anc *» on the condition of the 
of Chancery and Exchequer : the usual covpnantf the diatnct .’ b y lettings under the Courts 
the leases; the amount of rent as conmnrprl Cn -+? t fi a P d se< ' unt y required ; the duration of 
exclusive of rent usually made to agents *^ at of otber lands 5 and of the payments, 

the effects on the tenantry; if instances have P ro P er ty is litigated, he will inquire into 

to pay the same rent twice he will A nr? C a occurred where tenants have been compelled 
on the general tranquillity/ vour *° trace tbe influence of such circumstances 

In investio- • Rtsidence or Non-residence of Landed Proprietors. 

classes, the Assisfant Commissione^w^fmnkt 8 W ^'. cb , ’ nduen< ? e the stale of the labouring 
dence of the landed proprietor on their inHn t P art,ca lar inquiry into the effect of the resi- 
employment, and the price of labour and th*/’ m ° la , S ai ? d £ eneral comfort ; how it affects 
proprietor is an absentee he will S. a £ the / e T al cuU ‘vation of the soil. Where the 
the residence or non-residence of the\irent Condltl . on of 1 the P 00r is influenced by 

of leasing, and the operation of thp liw fo’ He W1 iac l mre lnto the system of letting lands, 
and sale of goods is exercised^ ^3ST7 ^ J how far the power of distress 
found to prevail, he will ascertain hnv/rplief • n ,°^.P?' 0 P er ty alone. Where great misery is 
feorne by the occupiers of the “fl what E or *» of the ’ burlhen ia 

ense, he will more particularly inquire into P*°P rietors - Where the population is 

y practices are resorted to such! as p-xaao • P” ce ,°f con-acre potatoe land, and whether 
e ?. 01 | an d limit the future ' suddIv Tn *i! 1Ve hV.™ 1 . 1 ® of land, which tend to deteriorate 
pelled from farms, who have tako^ri fi UHo r 9 s ® districts where large numbers have been 
present condition, how far they have !?*u° gS and mountains . he will ascertain their 

number of acres has been al&d to^^-. the "f ° n which the y have settled; what 
assistance they have received/ f 11 y 5 under wh at tenure they hold ; and what 



Courts 
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Courts of Quarter Sessions, Petty Session Courts, and Manor Courts 

The Assistant Commissioner will inquire into the operation of the Courts of Quarter 
Session, distinguishing between their civil and criminal jurisdiction ; he will ascertain their 
jurisdiction in cases of bastardy ; the number of suits arising from the mode of managing 
property, such as recovery of con-acre rent; disputed boundary ; joint security on promissory 
notes; rescue of goods distrained, &c. He will ascertain the practice and jurisdiction of 
Manor Courts for the recovery of small debts, and the number of cases tried within the last 
three years, and amount of expense to suitors in proportion to the amount sued for. He will 
inquire into the effect upon the labouring classes produced by the difficulty of recovering 
email book debts, except at Quarter Sessions. 

The attention of the Assistant Commissioner is more particularly called to the Answers to 
Queries sent to Magistrates at Petty Sessions. The Answers to No. 3, from all parts of the 
country, state that the proceedings on summonses for the recovery of wages bear a great 
proportion to all other business ; ne will attend the Petty Sessions in his district, ascertain 
the causes of so much litigation, the class of debtors, the usual amount of debt to each 
labourer, the manner in which it has accrued, the loss of time and expense of labourers in 
recovering wages, and the general effect of the above on the connexion between master and 
labourer, and on the peace of the country. Where malicious injury to property has occurred 
in the district, he will endeavour to trace the cause of it, and the general amount of increase 
of taxation which it has imposed on the farmers for compensation. The Answer to Query 
No. 1 , of Queries to Magistrates, stales the amount of fines for assault, and their application: 
he will trace the general causes of assault, if - arising from non-payment of labour, from 
disputed boundary, from trespass of cattle : he will inquire more particularly into the fines 
for trespass on public roads, and what proportion of such fines are awarded to the police 
(see Answer to Query No. 2): he will inquire into the application of fines to charitable pur- 
poses by incumbents of livings, and churchwardens, and the relief afforded. The amount 
awarded for compensation for trespass will lead him to inquire into the state of fences and 
general division of land. 

Gaols. 

The Assistant Commissioner will visit the gaols in his district, and make such inquiries 
as may be suggested by the instructions, particularly into the classification and diet of the 
prisoners, principally with the view of ascertaining whether it is superior to that of the 
country labourer, and whether persons are in the habit of committing trivial offences to 
avail themselves of gaol allowance in periods of distress. 



. Local Taxation. 

The amount of local taxation should be ascertained by reference to the county books. 
The mode of levy and relative proportion to the rental and value of land in the district, may 
be ascertained from the baronial collector and intelligent landholders. The charge on each 
barony is divided into two parts : 1st. The contribution to the purposes of the county at 
large • "d. The sum raised to be expended within the barony. The Assistant Commissioner 
will inquire into the expenditure of the latter fund ; whether equally distributed for the 
benefit of all those who contribute; the mode of payment of labourers employed on the public 
roads; whether any portion of wages is absorbed by illegal fees, or in the purchase of food 
at exorbitant prices from county officers, or persons dependent on them ; the number ot 
labourers usually employed, and their rate of wages; the comparative amount of horse 
labour and manual labour on public roads. Refer to Answers to Rural Queries, No. 16. 

Tolls levied in Fairs and Markets. 

The Assistant Commissioner will be furnished with the schedule of tolls levied within the 
district to which he is appointed ; and will inquire how far they have tended to repress 
industry by the amount or mode of collection. 

Public Works. 

In those parts of the country where public works have been executed, the Assistant Com- 
missioner will ascertain the effect produced on the habits of the labourers l ather improved 
tools and implements of labour have been introduced ; the amount of increased produce, and 
what effect such improvements have had on the consumption of exctseable article.. 

II, Actual Condition of the Poorer Classes. 



The Impotent Poor. 

Under this head may be classed all those who, from different causes are permanently 
unable to earn a livelihood, and whose parents or relations cannot .maintain ^ them. They 
may be distinguished as idiots, lunatics, deaf and dumb, cnpplcs from birth or accident 
widows, orphans, deserted children, bastards, and persons who, from advanced age, are 

“ The At sUtTntCommiMiOner will examine the condition of the poor receiving support at 
their own houses from private charity, whether in money or provisions. He will occasionally, 
by personal inspection, ascertain the state of then lodgings, as to cleanliness, furniture, 

175. A 4 la 
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tilation and night covering. He will inquire into the habits of travelling mendicant 
whether dissolute or otherwise; the probable amount of their daily expenditure in f H 
whiskey and tobacco; the general state of health of this class as influenced by their mH 
of life ; the circumstances which reduced them to mendicancy ; whether the childre ° f 
beggars continue that mode of life when able to work, and the effect of intercourse w'th 
mendicants on the morals of the labouring classes. Refer to the Answers to Nos. 2 4 , 

i 2, 14, 27, 28, 29 and 30 of the Town Queries, and to No. 30, Country Queries. ’ 

In some of the Answers to Query 25 of Town Queries, and 32 of Country Queries th 
number of widows appears to be large in proportion to the population. The Assist t 
Commissioner will inquire the duration of life in the labouring classes, and ascertain^ 
what means the children of widows are maintained ; what proportion of widows subsist ^ 
^mendicants, compared with married women, and refer particularly to the Answer to Query 12 
Town Queries, to ascertain whether the wives of those labourers who migrate to Great 
Britain in quest of employment, betake themselves to mendicancy durino- the absent f 
their husbands. & ce ot 

The Assistant Commissioner will pay particular attention to Query 24 Town Queries and 
33 Country Queries, and inquire what means have been adopted to discover the persons bv 
whom children have been deserted ; whether any instances have occurred where married 
parents have deserted their children. He will inquire what effect has been produced bv 
closing the Foundling Hospital, and by the Act empowering parishes to levy a sura for the 
maintenance of deserted children ; whether the number of bastards has diminished or in 
creased ; whether the number of deaths in that class has lately increased ; how the mothers 
of illegitimate children are regarded by the labouring classes; whether concubinage before 
marriage he common ; whether marriage frequently takes place to save a woman from dis- 
grace ; whether early marriages are frequent ; if so, whether misery can be trace.d to that 
cause? Has the unmarried mother of a child any remedy by law against the father’ How 
are persons so circumstanced and their children supported when not assisted by the fathers’ 
Is any considerable number of women supposed to be supported by the wages of pros- 



When the Commissioner discovers old and infirm persons supported by their children and 
relations, without the aid of begging or private charity, he will particularly investigate the 
state of such families ; their employment ; rate of wages ; mode of living ; their moral cha- 
racter ; and whether educated or uneducated. He will likewise inquire the effect of houses 
ol industry and mendicity societies, as a provision for the infirm. 



The Able-Bodied. 

The inquiry into the state of able-bodied labourers and mechanics will require the greatest 
attention on the part of the Assistant Commissioner. ® 

I he t, d ^T-”. Ce b -?,*r en ^o-oonditioii of the ordinary labourer, and that of the mechanic, 
“not. will ba carefully noted in his Report; and lie will likewise notice any differ! 
fnrestigate The can ^ cll '“ um8tlmMS of mech onics of different descriptions, and 

Mechanics m Employ merit . —Mechanics receive wages of different amounts. The Assist- 

famnv m anrzr 7b Iw ' Btate ? f lod IS in & olothl ”S' fuei ' food - "umber in 
L l£ >?’ h ^"* °/ 1 ' 6 ' omong those who receive the highest rate of wages. He 
rlit":X V he PI1C V, allart l°lo s of consumption, and. by comparing their possible 

P - re ' aSCerlam the Sar P lus which mi g hl be made available as a 
provision tor emergencies. 

Should their actual earnings not amount to the sum which they might obtain if thev 
Xficietc™” a ° l y ’ the Asslstant Commissioner will endeavour to.ascertam the cause of this 

few case -,i n eao1 ' district - and a general investigation of the 
conclusion tradesmen, will enable the Assistant Commissioner ’to form his 

ord^to^cerfnh 6 ?”" f 8 diffc , rcnt ' of wages should be compared together, in 
In LSS fer he a T. ,° f wa Bis influences the condition of each claSs. 
formel nevi Js ^ stat ? o( trad osmen, the Assistant Commissioner will refer to 

has i^flusnei .h d am h , 0W far an y. var, at'on in the price of manufactures and of food 
food and lahe. , W,|! “ a " d “W™™ condition ; he will carefully note the price of 
Where P f P ,esen ‘ aild at the former periods to which he may refer, 
ascertain w^theifflww 1 .!^ 68 f P ma n Q facture have decayed in any town or district, he will 
whether the ... a , ve been - tram iferred elsewhere; the causes of the transfer, and 
wnplovment in tradesmen in that branch have followed the manofactore. Where 

SSrlS'l "“‘“A" diminished, he will try to ascertain the cause ; more 
End the died H e T nd lla!rbacorae lees, or the number of artisans lias increased 
to which thevmti 1 6 v dl r“ ,qu ‘, re avera fl e I™?* of life of tradesmen ; the diseases 
No ^^CouItr^Q^ries J ■ “ lhe CaU8eB whic1, most thdr health. Refer to 

state oflca O ti™ a ^d h i e „, P l '; Op0rtl0n AAfre* am °ngst children under age, and the general 
Th“liistan t O d ,I ! te ! l *S ence .tri he different classes of tradesmen, 
produces a cmmsn„rrf™ er ' ,,11 t ,nt l u ' re "bother an increase of wages, when it occurs, 
ness and dissipation if n re ease . of comfort in thefamilies of tradesmen, or leads to idle- 
uissipation. He will endeavour to ascertain whether .he consumption of cxciscsble 

articles 
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articles by tradesmen has increased or diminished of late years, distinguishing, if possible, 
those articles in which the greatest increase or diminution has occurred ; also whether the 
reduction of duty on articles consumed by the poor has produced a corresponding reduction 
of price by the retail dealers. He will investigate the retail price compared with the whole- 
sale price of all articles of food and fuel consumed by the working classes, the difference of 
price in purchasing for money or upon credit, and the general state of those persons who 
supply them with the necessaries of life. He will also inquire into the amount of house rent 
paid by the industrious classes. 

In sea port towns there is a large class of persons distinct from the mechanic and the 
ordinary labourer, of whom the fishermen form an interesting portion. The Assistant Com- 
missioner will endeavour to become acquainted with their habits, and ascertain how far their 
condition is influenced by local causes. 

He will make particular inquiry as to the state of the fisheries with reference to former 
periods ; the number of men to whom they do or might aft’ord employment ; the rate of wages 
earned at present ; the price of boats, nets, 8cc. ; the state of their houses, their rent, food 
and clothing. He will inquire whether any application has been made to the Trustees of 
the “ Society for bettering the Condition of the Poor of Ireland,” meeting at No. 7, Lower 
Abbey-street, Dublin, or to any other Society, for a grant to enable them to set up in trade 
in a more efficient manner; if so, witli what success has the effort been attended; and 
whether the whole or what proportion of such loans have been repaid. He will inquire 
into the state of repair of fishing piers in small harbours, and whether more might advan- 
tageously be provided. 

Mechanics out of Employment. — "Employment varies in different trades at particular periods. 
Attention must be paid to this, and the extent ascertained to which mechanics of any descrip- 
tion may be periodically deprived of employment. 

The Assistant Commissioner will inquire how mechanics out of employment are supported : 
whether by savings previously made; whether by any funds raised by the tradesmen of the 
bodies to which they belong* or of any other association formed for such purposes ; whether 
by going in debt to huxters, &c., or whether by auy description of mendicancy. 



Labourers in Employment . — The Assistant Commissioner will endeavour to ascertain the 
actual number of this class in the district; the number in constant employment, and the 
number occasionally employed ; refer to Nos. 6, 7 j.®> 9 > 10 > J1 > 12 * 1 3 » an d 16 of 

Country Queries. He will ascertain the cause, of increase or decrease as compared with 
former periods; the rate of wages per week; the price of fuel, food and clothing, and form 
an opinion how far the rate of wages bears a proportion to the price of necessaries, taking 
into account the casualties to which the labourer is subject. He will inquire into the effect 
produced on the state of the labouring class by any temporary increase of wages and em- 
ployment, arising from a public work ; whether it tends to increase the supply of labour, 
by drawino- labourers from distant places; and what is found to be the ultimate effect pro- 
duced on the labourers of the place where the work has been carried on. He will inquire 
into the effect produced on the morals of the labouring class, by any sudden and temporary 
increase of labour and wages, from whatever cause it may arise. He will endeavour to 
procure accurate replies to Nos. 6 and 16, Country Queries. 

In those districts where the number of labourers has increased in greater proportion 
than the demand for labour, the Assistant Commissioner will endeavour to ascertain the 
cause, and the place from whence they came, as well as their former condition compared 
with their present. Refer to answers to Town Queries, 2, -12, 15 and 18, and to Country 
Queries, 40. 

In the course of his inquiry into the state of the impotent and able-bodied poor, the 
Assistant Commissioner will meet with many who receive pensions for former services. 
Where this is the case, he will endeavour to ascertain how lar these pensions improve the 
condition of those who receive them ; are they more or less industrious ; are their families 
better provided for. Where the pensioner is decrepid and infirm, the Assistant Commis- 
sioner will inquire if the pension operates as an inducement to relatives to harbour him ; and 
whether persons of this class often receive relief from charitable establishments. 

Labourers out of Employment. — The inquiries into the condition of this class must be 
similar to those into the condition of mechanics out of employment ; whether there be regular 
periods during which they are out of employment; whether they are able to make pro V1 si on 
against the recurrence of' these periods, and whether they actually do so ; and if not, how 
they and their families are supported. 



Vagrants There is a large class of persons, of both sexes, who lead a vagrant life; of 

the most dissolute habits; who never seek employment, ana who are a constant nuisance to 
society, as thieves, mendicants and prostitutes. It is probable that a large portion of the 
infirm and destitute may be traced back to this class; and on this subject of inquiry, the 
Assistant Commissioner is requested to bestow the most minute attention He will seek to 
ascertain how they have been led to this mode of life ; bow they subsist 111 it ; whether many 
of them would be disposed to relinquish it if opportunity were afforded ; and other in- 
quiries, such as will put him fully in possession of their condition. 

He will inquire into the effect of the Act 9 Geo. 11 . c. 6, empowering Judges 



«... ....l inquire — 
grants on the presentment of a Grand Jury. 



to transport 
HI. — Insiitutions 
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HI. — Institutions for the Relief of the Poor. 

The inquiry suggested under this head will comprehend the number and descrintin 
these institutions; the amount and sources of the funds by which they are support H . 1 ? 
principles on which they are administered, and the extent of relief afforded. ^ ecI J the 
Some charitable institutions are supported or assisted by parliamentary grants • 
subscription; some by local assessment; some by bequests ; some by the labour 
inmates; and some by two or more of these sources of support conjoined. r tae 

One object of the inquiry will be, whether parliamentary grants, or local assessment. 
bequests, are managed to as much advantage as voluntary contributions and funds raised h 

labour. The Assistant Commissioner will inquire into the cost of management as co ° j 

with the amount of relief afforded in similar charities supported by different means 
described. In institutions in which the poor are lodged, fed and clothed he will be p p i 
to ascertain the average expense per head. Should the expense of institutions supMrtSikH 
one description of menus, greatly exceed that of similar institutions, supported bl another 
description of means, he will endeavour to ascertain how the additional cost is incurred 

Institutions by which the Poor are relieved by Money, or otherwise, at their own houses 
The Assistant Commissioner in investigating this class of institutions, will inquire into 
the rules by winch the relief afforded is regulated ; how applications are made ? whe U 
much time be necessarily spent in making them ; the amount of assistance usually afforded 
and the condition of those who receive it. His attention will be particularly directed to’ 
relief given in this form by those who have the management of the poor funds of £1. “ 
or congregations of any denomination of Christians. He will make particular inquir'l, ’ 

tn P SL«lteUonr ty0fF " end8 ’ " S " a ’ ly Ml ‘ ed “ ‘»e P manageme„ q t7tS 

Institutions which provide Lodging, with or without some additional aid . 

These are usually widows’ houses, almshouses, &c. The Assistant Commissioner will 
X' wW ° f the . ,untl , s ailtl *6 state of the inmates of such establishments 

under what regulation or superintendence; whether their conduct is in general decent and 
regular ; and to what extent they are industrious. B ent ““ 

niJui f r a s ^ e *I ,e institutions generally, as to order and cleanliness- 

Institutions for Temporary Relief such as Infirmaries; Hospitals for the Sick, or the Maimed, 
„. . . oi the Insane; Lying-,,, Hospitals, Dispensaries, Sfc. 

CoS« ™il^t e ord W thIts i ; 1 ‘™ f Sled C , hMy ‘° Medical G“‘'snteu; but the Assistant 
whStheva re held *3 ,nform ? T >e can obtain respecting the estimation in 

which they have be4u . d tabHsheT ee “ Wh, ° h ‘ hey are “ ** U- P™P« for 

some’time previous' to^tlm’^ ascertain how far the establishment of Boards of Health, 

COPIES OF THE QUERIES CIRCULATED BY THE COMMISSIONERS. 

„ , N°.i —Qiane, f or Jf ura l Districts. 

I' SZh T' C ° Unty ' bar °" y ancl P" ish or Parishes 1 

sional employment? bouiers aie in your parish ? How many in constant, how many in occa- 

l ° Ut ofem Ployment? 

classes in your parish ? mai ^ 16 ’ au ^ conc lition with respect to clothing, of the labouring 

in youi^arish * he da,I#y WageS ° f labourers > with or without diet, (specify winter and summer) 
“ at whutrateofwagea, b 
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12. Is task work general in your neighbourhood? 

1 3. What in the whole might an average labourer, obtaining an average amount of employ- 
ment, both in day work and task work, earn in the year, including harvest work and the 
value of all his other advantages and means of living ? 

14. What in the whole might his wife and four children all of an age to work (the eldest 
not more than sixteen years of age) earn within the year, obtaining, as in the preceding 
case, an average amount of employment? 

15. What would be the yearly expense of food for an able-bodied labourer in full work, at 
the average price of provisions, during each of the last three years ? 

16. What number of labourers have had employment on the public roads in your parish 
within the last year, and in what mode or modes have they been paid? 

17. Of what class of persons, generally, are the landlords of cottages or cabins? 

18. What is the usual rent of cabins with, and of cabins without land ? 

19. Of what description of buildings are those cabins, and how furnished ? Are they sup- 
plied with bedsteads and comfortable bedding ? 

20. Upon what conditions, exclusive of rent, do labourers or cottiers hold their cabins and 
land ? Is it usual to require duty labour, in addition to, or in lieu of rent ? 

21. Does the con-acre system prevail in your parish ? 

22. Name the highest and lowest rent usually paid for con-acres? 

23. Is the con-acre crop, on the average, a remunerating crop? Or are excessive rents 
ever given for con-acre ground, from other considerations than of actual value? 

24. Are wages for labour usually paid in money, or provisions, or by con-acres ? Or in 

what other way ? ... 

25. Upon what terms are herds usually hired in your parish? 

26. What number of labourers are in the habit of leaving their dwellings periodically, to 
obtain employment elsewhere, and what proportion of them go to England ? 

27. Are any of them married men, and if so, how are their wives or children supported 
in their absence ? 

28. What is the number of public houses, or houses where spirituous liquors are retailed, 
within your parish? Does illicit distillation prevail in it? 

29. What number of persons are there ordinarily resident in your parish, who, from old 
age or infirmity, are incapable of work, and how are they usually supported ? 

°30. What number of persons in your parish subsist by begging, and are alms usually given 
in money or provisions ? 

3 1 . What number of deserted children are there in your parish, and how are they supported ? 
Are any known or supposed to have perished through neglect, within the last three years ? 

32. What number of widows and children are there in your parish, who have no relations 
able to support them, and how are they supported ? 

33. What number of bastard children are there in your parish, of the age of three years 
or under, who are not supported by their reputed fathers ? 

34. Are any persons known to have died from actual destitution, in your parish, within 

the last three years? , . . 

35. In how many instances, within your parish, are two or more families resident in the 
same cabin ? 

36. What number of householders are in the habit of letting lodgings for strolling beggars, 
and what is the price usually paid for a night’s lodging? 

37. To what extent has the system of throwing small farms into large ones taken place 
in your parish, and what has become of the dispossessed tenants? 

38. What is the general extent of the farms held in your parish ? Are they generally held 
by the tenant in occupation from the head landlord ? 

39. What hospitals, dispensaries, or other charitable institutions, are there in your parish, 

how long established, and how supported ? . 

40. What are the prevailing diseases in your neighbourhood ? When fevers or epidemics 
prevail, to what cause have you attributed them? Is idiocy or insanity prevalent in your 
parish? If so, to what causes have you traced it? 

41. Is there any savings’ bank or benefit society in your parish? In what state of pros- 

perity is it, in respect of the contributions made thereto, and of what description of persons 
are the contributors? . .. . . . 

42. Are there any pawnbrokers’ shops in your parish ? If so, is it with the lowest class ot 

poor that their dealings are principally carried on? . 

43. Is the general condition of the poorer classes in your parish improved, deteriorated or 

stationary, since the peace in the year 1815, and in what respects i Is the population of the 
parish increasing or diminishing? . . „ 

44. Has your parish been disturbed or peaceable during that period... . 

' 45. What number of emigrants, and of what description, have left your parish during each 
of the last three years ? 

46. To what country have they gone ? . . 

47. Have they received any, and what assistance, for the purposes of emigration . 

No. 2. — Queries for Parishes in Large Towns. 

1. Name of town and parish, with the name of the county in which situated ? 

•i 2. Number and description of houses ? 

3. Population of your parish 1 . . 

. 4; Has the population of your town or parish increased of late . 

5. If it has.increased, from what period do you date the chief increase . 

, b 2 6. What 
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6. What number of houses have been built within the last three years in your par' h 

and of what description ? I n* 

N. B. — State as nearly as you can, the average rent of each description of th 
new houses. e 

7. What description of persons are the proprietors of the new houses ? 

8. Have you any, and what manufacture, established in your town or parish? How lo 
established, and in what condition ? And what trades are most prosperous ? 

9. What are the chief occupations of the labouring classes ? 

10. Do women find any employment, and of what description ? 

1 i. . Do children find employment, of what description, and from what age ? 

12. What may be the average earnings of an average family, say a man, his wife, and four 

children, all of an age to work, (the eldest not more than sixteen years of age,) obtaining an 
average amount of employment ? 0 ’ o 

13. Are the wages of working tradesmen or labourers in your parish, always paid in 

money ? Or if not, in what other modes ? 1 

14. On what kind of food do the labourers and working tradesmen of your parish usually 

subsist ? * 

15. Has any alteration taken place in their food, clothing and habitation ? If any, from 
what period do you date that alteration, and has it been for the better or the worse v’ 

1 6. Have any new sources of employment been opened to the labouring classes, or has 
any change, beneficial or otherwise to them, taken place ? 

17. Are there any savings’ banks or benefit societies in your parish? In what state of 
prosperity are they in respect of the contributions made thereto, and what description of 
persons, generally, are the contributors ? 

18. Are the working tradesmen generally industrious and sober in your parish ? 

19. What hospitals, dispensaries, or other charitable institutions are there in your parish 

how long established, and how supported? J v ’ 

20. Of what class of persons, generally, are those who seek admission into these chari- 
table institutions? 

21. Do you often receive applications for admission from persons whose friends are able 
to support them, yet have refused to do so ? 

22. If a house of industry has been established in your parish, how many individuals are 
supporled in it ; and is the number of applicants for admission increasing? 

23. What number of persons are there ordinarily resident in your parish, who, from old 
age or infirmity, are incapable of work, and how are they usually supported ? 

24. What number of deserted children are there in your parish, and how are they supported? 

Are any known or supposed to have perished through neglect within the last 
three years ? 

25. What number of widows and children are there in your parish, who have no near 
relations able to support them ; and how are they supported ? 

26. What number of bastard children are there in your parish, of the age of three years 
or under, who are not supported by their reputed fathers ? 

27. Are any persons known to have died from actual destitution, in your parish, within 
the last three years? 

28. Where two or more families reside in the same house, state the number of families 
so resident, and the number of' individuals in each family ? 

29. How are those lodging houses, which are chiefly frequented by persons of the lower 

classes usually provided as to beds and bedding ? In what condition are they as to ventila- 
tion and general repair? J 

3°. What is the state of your parish with respect to sewers and- cleanliness generally ? 

31. What is the number of public houses or houses where spirituous liquors are retailed 

in your parish ? r ^ 

32. What number of pawnbrokers’ shops are there in your parish ? 

un are V* e c ^ sse ® P eti sons with whom their dealings are principally carried on? 
,.34- aa " number of emigrants, and of what description, have left your parish during each 
of the last three years ? r J 1 6 

35. To what country have they gone? 

froni wiionT? rece ‘ ve< * au Y> and what assistance for the purposes of emigration, and 



No. 3. 'll) Clei gy men or others having the management of Churches or Congregations. 

1. Have you any charitable fund or funds connected with your church or congregation? 
Should there be anv charitv funds armprininina- i,v v.k„,.,.k *t 



qk "tA *T v iimub connected with your church or congregation r 

should there be any charity funds appertaining to your church or congregation, at 
piesent bearing interest, state how they are circumstanced in point of investment, 
whether they are placed out on government or private security, in whose custody 
the deeds or other documents are deposited, by whom and at what periods the 
interest is payable, and if same be regularly paid. 

distinguishing such part as may arise from weekly or periodical 
contributions ? State the average amount of the last three years ? 

a" T4«'I hat ob j ect f are they appropriated ? And under what management? 
w ±" a rjr r y house f or od § m £ an Y description of the poor, such as an alms’ house or 
widow s house, See. or a school in which poor children are boarded ? 

nrinto^ any> t Stat ? P art ’ culars as accurately as you can collect. If you have any 
punted reports, please send a copy for the information of the Board. 

5- If 
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5. If you have a charity school connected with your church or congregation, how many 
of the scholars receive board and lodging gratuitously, and how many receive food or 
clothes only ? 

6. Is any description of work required of the poor, either adult or children, and what ? 
If any, how is such work paid for? Are the prices charged higher or lower than the usual 
prices of the district ? 

7. If you have any houses for the poor, to what regulations as to arrangement and super- 
intendence are they subjected ? 

8. Upon the whole, do you find the number of applicants to be increasing or otherwise ? 

g. What proportion do the cases of those who might support themselves, independent 

of such assistance, if they were so disposed, bear to those which you consider as really 
deserving of charity ? 

10. Do you find habits of decency, sobriety and good order prevail generally among those 
relieved by your funds ? 

11. How many coffins have been supplied gratuitously for the use of the poor during 
each of the last three years ? And what other expenses defrayed connected with funerals, 
and to what amount? 

12. Name your county, barony and parish. 

No. 4. — Queries for Medical Officers and Committees of Dispensaries. 

1 . What is the name of the hospital, infirmary or dispensary under your care ? If more 
than one, specify name and object of each, and at what period established. 

3. In what county is it situated ? 

3. How is it supported ? If by presentments, are these obtained from more than one 
county ? 

4. What number of parishes is included in your district? Are they all in the same 
county ? 

5. Is there a dispensary attached to any hospital or infirmary within your district, and 
what salary or other emoluments are derived by the medical gentlemen for attending each ? 

6. State what other dispensaries, infirmaries or public hospitals, within ten miles ? 

7. Do you attend more than one dispensary, infirmary or hospital ? If so, state the dis- 
tance of each from your residence, and the amount of salary paid by each, and the number 
of days you are required to attend 7 

8. Do you consider it your duty in all cases to give your own personal attendance when- 
ever medical or surgical aid is required ? 

9. Is any register kept of all the cases, where application has been made for such aid, how 
those applications haVe been disposed of, and with what result? 

10. If so, furnish an account of the number of persons so relieved within the last three 
years, and a general statement of the diseases treated ? 

11. Does it ever occur that persons participate in the benefit of your charity who are in 
circumstances not to require such gratuitous assistance ? 

12. How and by whom are the medicines supplied? 

13. The amount of receipt and expenditure for each of the last three years, specifying the 
general heads of each ? 

14. In what state, as to clothes, food, bedding, furniture, ventilation and necessary com- 
forts, have you found the poor, when called on to attend them at their own houses ? 

15. Have you experienced many instances where actual disease has been brought on by 
want of proper sustenance, or where wholesome food might have been beneficially substi- 
tuted for mediae ? 

1 6. Have you found any particular description of food in use among the poorer class, 

promotive of disease? . ... 

17. Does the excessive use of ardent spirits prevail in your district ? And do you con- 
ceive that such practice is on the increase or otherwise? 

18. Have fevers or epidemics assumed a particular type among the poorer classes? If 
so, to what cause do you attribute it ? 

19. Can you suggest any alteration in the distribution of the funds by which the esta- 

blishment under your charge is supported, which woilld render it more efficient for the relief 
of the poor ? . 

No. 5. — Queries for Magistrates assembled at Petty Sessions. 

1 . State the amount of fines levied at your Petty Sessions during each of the last three 
years, distinguishing those which have been imposed for, — 

1. Trespass on public roads ; 

2. Assaults; 

3. Illegal manufacture or sale of spirituous liquors. 

4. State the amount awarded in compensation for trespass on growing crops, with 

incidental expenses. . 

2. State how the fines have been applied ; what sums given for charitable purposes ; and 
to whom intrusted Tor distribution? 

3. What number of summonses have been issued for recovery of wages . What the 
gross amount of wages so claimed ? What of wages awarded during each of the last 
three years ? 

4. What number of applications have been made at your Sessions lor the maintenance of 
bastards, and how disposed of? 

5. Is there a manor court in your district? 
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